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ANDREW MacBEATH

The following is not a full biography of Andrew MacBeath. It contains only the information about him in the Chapel records.

Converted towards the end of Joseph Kemp’s ministry, Andrew’s spiritual life received great benefit and direction under the ministry of Graham Scroggie. He showed a keen evangelistic spirit and took an active part in the Chapel, not only in youth work but also in open-air witnessing. He was one of the speakers at a powerful student evangelistic service in the Chapel on Sunday evening, 6 November 1921, at which two were converted.
 He led the Lads Bible Class in 1922 and reported enthusiastically on the formation of the Edinburgh Baptist Students Association, also in 1922. 

After graduating MA (Hons) in Arts at Edinburgh University in June 1922 and BD at its New College, he had five months ministry as student-pastor of the Kelso Baptist Church (1924). He was ordained in the Chapel on Sunday morning 6 April 1924, the first ever ‘Ordination Service’ in the Chapel – previously there had been ‘Recognition Services’.
 

ANDREW GILBERT WAUCHOPE MACBEATH, we believe that you have heard the call of God to sacred ministry. You have received the call to the greatest of vocations and to the noblest of all tasks. You are called to be a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ and to preach to dying men and women the everlasting Gospel. God has blessed you in days and years of training and you start out with the literary and intellectual equipment for your service. We seek for you over and above that the anointing of the Holy Spirit without which enduement your best efforts will be in vain. Preach Christ. Preach the Word. Be instant in season, out of season. Be a good soldier of Jesus Christ. I have no ordaining hands to lay upon you that not being the custom and wont of our church, but this is none the less your ordination day. You are here and now elected to that ministry, but by your minister and your church that electing call is endorsed with their affections and their prayers, and upon these you may reckon as you go forward. The Lord make you first and last a man of God and thus a true servant of Jesus Christ, and may this day live not only in your memory but in ours mean something, and something great, for the Kingdom of God. God bless you.

His pastorate was a short one as the Baptist Missionary Society accepted him in 1924. His own preference had been for China as his sphere of labour, but when the needs of the Belgian Congo were laid before him, by the Executive Council, he recognised the call of God to Africa. He was valedicted for the Congo on 16 August 1924, but went initially to Brussels and elsewhere for further training, There was a further dedication service on Sunday morning 31 May 1925, the last available date for Graham Scroggie before he (Scroggie) left on sick leave. After a farewell service on 22 August 1925, 150 went to the Waverley Station that evening at 10.45 to see him off.
 

He came home in March 1928, preached in the Chapel, and married Emmie Fischbacher in Adelaide Place Baptist Church in Glasgow on 24 January 1929. She became a member of the Chapel and a supported missionary. The Chapel decided they should be the first fully supported Chapel missionaries, that is, the Chapel would send to the B.M.S. the full cost of their support.

There was a valedictory service on Sunday morning, 7 July 1929, and then they both spoke during the evening service. Their child, Douglas Leonard, was born in Bolobo in 1931. They were expected home in summer 1932 but she had to come in 1931 for emergency surgery in Lenzie and she brought the baby. He came as planned in June 1932 and preached in the Chapel.

He was invited to undertake temporarily the pastorate of the new Stenhouse Baptist Church, the extension work that had been pioneered by Charlotte Chapel. He had helped in the systematic house visitation that had been carried on for some years by workers from the Chapel, and it seemed right that he should be the first pastor.  He was the pastor for two months, then there was a valedictory service for both of the MacBeaths on 5 March 1933, morning and evening; they left their son here and returned to Bolobo.

During this second furlough home, in 1932–3, friends found him with a great burden on his heart for the work in Bolobo. He expressed great concern at the low spiritual state of the church there, and made earnest appeal for the prayers of God's people. He resolved to devote himself to the intensive cultivation of the spiritual life of the church and to the effective training of the teacher evangelists. Early in 1935 wonderful news of revival came home from Bolobo; and subsequent letters told of deep and far-​reaching results extending over a vast area of the mission field.
He wrote to friends in Charlotte Chapel in February 1935:

I can never thank God enough for the fact that my most impressionable years were spent in the wonderful fellowship of our so highly honoured and singularly favoured church. The 14th of January is my twenty-first birthday in the Christian life, and often with great vividness I recall the scenes on a Sunday night when I used as a lad to sit on the pulpit steps, and how wanderingly and yearningly I watched men and women coming through 'the valley of decision.' First I saw faces strained and gloomed with the desire to resist the Saviour, and after a sharp conflict I saw the decision made and a man stand up, yielding to the Saviour. If I can at all disentangle the threads of motive that determined my future career, I would say that very much is due to those nights when Mr. Kemp drew in the net, and eager elders and deacons watched for souls as the crowd dispersed. I see Mr. Aitken linking up with a man, Mr. Jasper Hunter with another, Mr. Farmer radiantly ready with his Bible for another. God grant us again such glorious days in Charlotte Chapel, and grant us to see them in Bolobo.

I talk of such days and foretell them to my students here. They look at me almost incredulously, but then I have seen these things happen, and fervently thank God. Nothing but such golden strands in one's personal history can keep a man buoyant and expectant when so many disillusionments with human nature come our way. But then I mustn't even speak of human nature without remembering redeemed human nature and the love that comes our way. I hear wailing; some one has just died; a woman is running up and down shrieking; heathenism is let loose to chase away my dreams, to remind me of dark Africa and its need. Brethren, pray for us.

The MacBeaths were not expected to continue in Bolobo after 1940, but saw a remarkable revival movement which spread far beyond their station; They came off the ‘named’ support and onto the general B.M.S. list when they left Bolobo and moved to South Africa, where he was called to the pastorate of Observatory Road Baptist Church in Cape Town in 1940 and served there until 1942. They left Bolobo on 20 September 1942 and arrived in Capetown on the 28th.
 From 1942-46, he was pastor of the Wales Street Baptist Church, Capetown.

He took the services in the Chapel on Sunday 28 July 1946, having recently returned from South Africa and he was looking for work in Great Britain. He became the secretary of the Keswick Convention Council (1946-9).  During this period, he and his wife became members of Spurgeon's Tabernacle, West Croydon. A son was born on 20 December 1946 at South Croydon. 

In 1950 he was appointed a lecturer in Toronto Bible College, until 1954, when he became Principal of the Bible Training Institute in Glasgow. As Principal-designate, he spent three months visiting missionaries in Nigeria before starting.
 He retired in 1969 after 16 years of service in training young men and women for evangelistic work at home and missionary service overseas.  One of his most cherished gifts on his retirement was the gift by his students for a tour of the Holy Land.  He was not idle in retirement.  Living in Bearsden, Glasgow, he gave himself to preaching and writing and became one of the founder members of the new Baptist Church there.  He worked diligently on a book that he completed shortly before his death. 

He had three sons and a daughter and his sister Jessie was the only remaining member of the MacBeath family in membership with the Chapel. His older brother was Rev. John MacBeath, D.D., of Hillhead Baptist Church, Glasgow, who succeeded Rev. Principal Forbes, D.D., as minister there, and whose gifts as preacher and author and speaker at Keswick Convention won for him a wide reputation.

He died suddenly and unexpectedly on Sunday morning 15 August 1976.  He was preparing to go to morning worship when, without illness and with no apparent physical weakness, in a moment he entered glory.
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